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Scrimmages have been cancelled this fall. Does that mean my team can’t have intra-squad scrimmages during 
a practice session? 
Scrimmaging within a team practice is not a problem. Teams cannot scrimmage against other schools. 
 
The Return to Play guidelines denotes practice in pods of 5-10 athletes. Is this accurate? 
This was the practice recommendation for the summer, but this language can be deleted for this fall. On Aug 12 
you can practice as normal. Contact and intra-squad scrimmaging can occur. We ask that coaches be cognizant 
of trying to keep some physical space between athletes when they are not in active participation during a 
drill. Other summertime rules are still in place… you’ll still be checking temperatures, you may adjust drills to 
eliminate some contact, kids will be using their own water bottles, etc. 
 
We have a tournament scheduled for Aug. 21. Can we play this? 
As of today the start of competition for soccer is delayed. We will let you know by Aug. 20 if competition can 
start as originally scheduled on Aug. 21. For now, you do not need to cancel your Aug. 21 tournament. 
 
Most of the state is in Phase 4, but some counties are in Phase 5. How will this affect competition? 
The governor’s Phase 4/5 designation is not the sole determining factor for starting competition. That will be 
discussed by the MHSAA Representative Council by Aug. 20. There were plenty of (non-soccer) summer league 
teams that competed throughout the summer while in Phase 4, but we opted not to allow it during the summer 
with the hopes of having a safer return this fall. 
 
If there are multiple fields available for a tournament does the 4-team limit still apply?   
We’ve been using the term site/facility when answering questions. We don’t want large-scale events, and we 
don’t want two different groups of four teams (and parents) interacting in restrooms, in parking lots, under 
tents between games, etc.  If you have a field(s) at a completely different site/facility where there would be no 
interaction between the groups, then you could host a different tournament simultaneously with four different 
teams. There shouldn’t be any crossover games between the two tournaments. 

Will ball boys/girls be allowed for soccer matches this season?   
Use non-playing members of the team, or members of a JV team if they are playing the same night, as ball 
handlers. We do not want you unnecessarily bringing in outside groups of people like kids from youth teams.  
 
Officials are not supposed to be touching soccer balls. How does this work for Drop Balls? 
We just need officials to be cognizant of how often they are touching the soccer balls. There will be times where 
they have to touch the ball, like on a drop ball, but in other times we need them to minimize the times they pick 
up the ball. 
 
 
  


